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Following any Disaster

What’s the greatest need?

INFORMATION
What’s happened?

Where did it happen?

Who is hurt?

How bad?

Who can help?



Rapid Disaster Assessment:

• Conducted early - a few hours after 
the onset of a disaster.

• Provides information on needs and 
priorities for assistance



• Not a detailed survey

• Involves the affected population

Rapid Disaster Assessment:
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The Previous “Block Captain” Program

-Utilized pre-assigned “callings”

-Required pre-training and assignments

-Those assigned moved or forgot or were unable to follow-through

-Reporting procedures required pre-assignments that were difficult 
to maintain

-Use of radios could be advantageous, but for some it was 
complicated

-While the initial setup of the program may have been adequate, 
time took its toll on the program, and it had to be re-vitalized from 
time to time



Neighborhood Rapid Disaster 
Assessment Tool

• An optional method for quickly 
assessing post-disaster situations.

• Not to take the place of existing 
methods that are successfully being 
used.



The Tool
• No previous “calling” or block-captain assignment is 

required.

• Can be implemented with spontaneous volunteers.

• Can be managed by the first person at the designated              
meeting place, with no initial training.

• Does not require electric power, phones, or radios.

• Requires production of a notebook containing a 
neighborhood map and assessment forms for each 
household.

• Utilizes pre-determined group gathering locations.



Pre-Determined 
Group Gathering  Locations



The Tool



Elements of the Tool

• A 3-Ring Binder containing:
• A page of Instructions 

• Team Time-Out / Time-Back pages for tracking volunteers 
and summarizing assessments

• Maps of the neighborhood divided into alpha sections

• Assessment pages for each section of the neighborhood

• Separate pages for families needing help with detailed 
information







Instructions

1. Pair volunteers into teams of two.

2. Record the names of the team members and their Time Out 

3. Give the team an alpha section packet containing a map and 
assessment pages

4. Explain how teams should record the info. on the Assessment Form

5. Give the team a roll of red tape for identifying homes needing 
assistance.

6. Upon each team’s return, record their names and their Time Back

7. Note each home’s status, based on the rapid assessment

8. Record details for those homes that Need Help on a separate page

9. CERT Teams and Emergency Responders can be given the addresses 
where “Need Help” is indicated.







Pair - Up











Adaptations by 
Kathryn McMullin























• Pets
• Food/Water
• Displaced Children
• Check In – Check Out
• Communications
• Search & Rescue

For Consideration:



Neighborhood Rapid Disaster 
Assessment Tool

• An optional method for quickly 
assessing post-disaster situations.

• Not to take the place of existing methods 
that are successfully being used.
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